Romeo and Juliet

by William Shakespeare
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Name _____________________

English 9/period _____
Date __________

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

Does fate exist?

Does love at first sight exist?

Is seeking revenge okay?

PowerPoint Notes

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Literary Element:  Theme
A theme of a literary work is a message the writer wishes to share with the reader.  In Romeo and Juliet, Shakespeare shares some of his idea about love, loyalty, revenge and choice.  Rate your response to each statement below before and after you read the play by marking X and O on each column.  









      




  

        BEFORE
        AFTER

	
	Agree


	Disagree
	Agree 
	Disagree

	When individual needs are in conflict with group obligations, the group should prevail.


	
	
	
	

	There are forces in life in which people have no control.


	
	
	
	

	Even well-intended deceptions and secrets can be destructive.


	
	
	
	

	One’s personality determines one’s destiny.


	
	
	
	

	Revenge can destroy both avenger and victim.


	
	
	
	

	In a well-ordered society, wealthy and powerful families are concerned about the general good.
	
	
	
	


Romeo and Juliet
Vocabulary 

tc \l3 "
adversary  (n) 

enemy; opponent

discreet (adj)

showing good judgment; perceptive

nuptial (n)

wedding; marriage

posterity (n)

future generations


purged
 (v)

got rid of; expelled
tc \l3 "Week Seven
conjure (v)

call up; summon


intercession (n)
asking a favor of; intervention

lamentable (adj) 
unfortunate; regrettable

perjuries (n)

lies; swearing to what is untrue

chided (v)

criticized; scolded

rancor
(n)

hatred; hostility

civil (adj)

having to do with citizens or public

confines (n)

interior; insides

dexterity (n)

skill; proficiency

eloquence (n)

expressiveness; verbal facility

prevails (v)

controls; dominates


garish (adj)

gaudy; showy

renowned (adj)
famous; well-known

arbitrate (v)

to decide; to judge

entreat
(v)

plead; ask for

inundation (n)

flood; outpouring

spite (v)

to act maliciously or with ill will

resolution (n)

solution to a problem

solace (n)

relief; consolation
distraught (adj)
upset; distressed

WHO’S WHO?

Romeo and Juliet Characters

House of Capulet
Juliet: 
daughter to Capulet, takes the lead in the romance

Tybalt: 
Juliet's cousin; passionate, prideful, easily provoked, high-spirited

Nurse: 
Juliet's nurse, stereotypical, arrogant, ignorant, uncultivated, wants the "best for 


Juliet" (translated: wants Juliet married to anyone) 

Capulet: 
Juliet's father, impatient 

House of Montague
Romeo: 
son of Montague, passionate, idealistic, naïve

Mercutio: 
kinsman and friend of Romeo, witty, honorable, intelligent, loves word play, 


amiable

Benvolio: 
Montague nephew, friend of Romeo, peacemaker

Other important characters
Paris: 

a count, betrothed to Juliet

Friar Lawrence: 
Romeo's counselor, loved and respected, attempts to do what is "right"

Literary Element:  CHARACTERIZATION
Fill in the chart below, including a description of each character and the textual evidence.  You will learn this by considering the character’s actions, the quality of his/her language, and what other characters say about him or her.

	Character
	Description
	Textual Evidence 
Act -Scene -Line

	Romeo


	
	

	Juliet


	
	

	Mercutio


	
	

	The Nurse


	
	

	Friar Lawrence


	
	

	Tybalt


	
	

	Benvolio


	
	

	Capulet


	
	

	Montague


	
	


Prologue
A Chorus (group voice) often suggests a moral to be drawn from a play.
1. What does this chorus say this love story will teach us?
2. Does the Chorus suggest we should sympathize with the lover or the parents?  Why?
3. The Chorus” gives away the ending.”   The story was already well-known to Shakespeare’s audience, as it is us.  Does knowing the ending all along add to or diminish the tragedy?

Act I Guided Questions

1. What does the first scene of the play reveal about Romeo’s behavior?  Explain how he changes by the end of Act 1.
2. What is your impression of Juliet’s father?  Describe the relationship between Capulet and his daughter as it is shown during Scene II.
3. What concepts of love are presented by the female characters in Scene II.? 
4. Characterize Mercutio as he appears in Scene IV, what kind of friend is he to Romeo?
5. What do you learn about Tybalt in Scene V?
6. Analyze the behavior of Tybalt, Mercutio and Benvolio in Act I.  Based on your analysis, predict what their roles might be in the rest of the play.

7. Compare Romeo’s reaction to Juliet’s when each discovers the true identity of the other.
8. Do Romeo’s feelings for Juliet seem to be different from his feelings for Rosaline?  Explain your answer.

Soap Summary Act One
If you think of Romeo and Juliet as a story in daytime television drama, you’ll see that the characters are not that different from some you’ve already met.  Imagine that you and your friends are about to become avid fans of this classic soap opera.  As you watch the first episode, Act One, fill out the summary below for your fellow story lovers who might have missed the first show.

Scene 1: A Fight

A fight breaks out between servants of two rival families, the Capulets and Montagues. Two leading characters of the drama,____________________________and _______________________________, take over the fight.  We meet the star, Romeo, who is depressed because  _____________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Scene 2: Juliet’s Dilemma

Wealthy gentleman, _____________________________, wants to marry Juliet, daughter of 

Mr._____________________.  Romeo finds out there’s going to be a ____________________________.
Scene 3: Mom Knows Best

Juliet’s mother, Lady Capulet, tells Juliet that Paris wants_________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Scene 4:  Some Mischief
Romeo and his two friends, ____________________and__________________, decide to crash the party at Capulet’s house.

Scene 5:  The Party

Tybalt is angry when he sees that ___________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Meanwhile, __________________________and_____________________see each other and fall in love.

Act II Guided Questions

1. What images of light and fire does Juliet inspire in Romeo?
2. After exchanging vows of love in Scene II, Juliet says, I have no joy of this contract to-night.” What do you think she means by this?
3. What philosophical observations does Friar Lawrence make in Act II, Scene III?
4. Describe how Romeo and his friends treat the Nurse.  Would they treat all women of Verona in the same fashion?  Explain?
5. Describe the interview between the Nurse and Romeo in Act II, Scene IV?
6. Why do think Shakespeare left the wedding ceremony out of the play?
7. Do you approve of the Nurse’s and Friar’s actions in helping with the secret wedding? Explain why or why not.
Romeo’s Busy Day:  Act Two
In Act Two, Romeo races around feverishly trying to make a plan to marry Juliet against her father’s wishes.  After each scene in Act Two, describe briefly what happens there.  Some of the events have been described to you.

Scene 1: The Capulets’ Orchard Wall – Romeo overhears his friends talking about him.
They are saying__________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Scene 2: Juliet’s Balcony

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Scene 3:  The Monastery-Romeo tells Friar Lawrence that he loves Juliet.

The Friar’s response is to____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Scene 4: The Street in Verona-Benvolio and Mercutio tease happy Romeo. The nurse tries to find 
out____________________________________________________________________________

Romeo tells the Nurse_____________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Scene 6: The Monastery
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

ACT III Guided Questions

1. Why does Romeo first refuse to fight Tybalt?
2. Who do you think is to blame for the fight between Mercutio and Tybalt?
3. Explain why Romeo chooses to fight Tybalt after all.  In your opinion, was he justified in killing Tybalt?  Discuss why or why not.
4. The Nurse advises Juliet to forget about Romeo and marry Paris.  Does this advice surprise you?  Explain.
5. Compare Juliet’s soliloquy of Act II, Scene V, lines 1-19 with her soliloquy of Act III, Scene II, lines 1-35.
6. Review the Friar’s plan in Scene III.  In your notebook, list each step of the plan in the left column of a chart like the one below.  Next to each step, write things that could go wrong.

	Plan
	Things that could go wrong

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


7. What, if anything, prevents Juliet from simply joining Romeo in Mantua?
8. What occurs in Scene V to alienate Juliet from her family?

Bad News Monday:  Act Three
Act Three is full of disaster.  Each event causes another event, forming a chain reaction of disasters.  Use the outline below to identify the bad news each scene presents and then to tell at least one effect of that news.

Scene 1:  Morning-Fight between Mercutio and Tybalt

______________________________________________kills______________________________
______________________________________________kills______________________________
Effect: The Prince_________________________________________________________________
Scene 2:  Later in the morning-Juliet hears bad news:
________________________________________________________________________________
Effect: _________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Scene 3: The Friar’s cell-Romeo hears bad news:  _______________________________________
Effect: _________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Scene 4: Afternoon-Capulet tells Paris:_______________________________________________

Effect: _________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Scene 5: Late at Night-Juliet and Romeo spend the night together.  Juliet hears more bad news:
_____________________________________________________________________________

Effect: _________________________________________________________________________

Body count: By the end of this act, there are _______________________dead bodies.

Act IV Guided Questions

1. How do you feel about Juliet at the moment when she takes the potion?
2. Why do you think Shakespeare includes the dialogue between Peter and the musicians at the end of Scene V?
3. Compare and contrast Romeo and Paris.
4. Why would Friar Lawrence ask Juliet to carry out a dangerous plan instead of just going to her parents and explaining that she was already married to Romeo?
5. What is your opinion of the Friar’s plan?  Predict what might go wrong.
6. How has Juliet’s relationship with her Nurse changef since the beginning of the play?
7. What differences are there among the reactions of Paris, the Nurse, Lord Capulet, and Lady Capulet to Juliet’s “death”?
8. Which characters in Act IV do you have sympathy for?  Explain.
Mood Swings: Act Four
In Act Four, each main character feels many different emotions, especially Juliet and her father, Capulet.  Use the lines below to record the causes of the characters’ emotions.  Complete the chart as you read Act Four.

	Effect
	Cause

	Scene 1:

Juliet: desperate, then hopeful

Scene 2:

Capulet: relieved, happy

Scene 3:

Juliet: worried, terrified

Scene 4:

Capulet: happy-go-lucky, silly

Scene 5:

Lord Capulet and Lady Capulet: grief-stricken

	Thinks she has to marry Paris, then

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________




Considering Alternatives
At the beginning of Act Four, Juliet feels that she is trapped into marrying Paris.  She believes she has only two options: to kill herself or ask Friar Lawrence for help.  Think about Juliet’s situation carefully.  What other possibilities did she have?  List all options you can think of, both those she would accept and reject.

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

Act V Guided Questions

1. Summarize Romeo’s last soliloquy in Scene III.
2. Do you think that fate or the characters themselves are more responsible for the outcome of the play?  Explain.
3. Why do you think Balthasar ignores Romeo’s threats and stays near the vault?
4. Why does Paris challenge Romeo in the churchyard?
5. Friar Lawrence runs from the tomb after Juliet awakens.  Decide whether or not this action is in “character.”  Why might Shakespeare have him do this?
6. Why do you think Shakespeare includes the deaths of Paris and Lady Montague in Act V?
7. Do you think the feud of the Capulet’s and the Montague’s is really over?  Explain your answer.
8. In what way are the adults responsible for the fate of Romeo and Juliet?  Name some of the things they could have done differently.

Fate vs. Human Error

When Shakespeare wrote his plays at the turn of the 17th century, many people still believed that the forces of fate controlled their lives.  When Romeo and Juliet are called “star-crossed lovers” by the Chorus, the suggestion is that their tragedy was caused by fate, not merely by their own actions.

On the space nest to each event listed below, write Human if you think the event was mostly caused by human influence or Fate if the event seemed to be caused mostly by fate.
1. Romeo receives new that Juliet is dead.______________________

2. Romeo buys poison.______________________________________

3. The friar’s message does not reach Romeo.____________________

4. Paris and Romeo meet at Juliet’s tomb.________________________

5. Romeo kills Paris._________________________________________

6. Romeo swallows the poison.________________________________

7. Juliet stabs herself with Romeo’s dagger.______________________

8. Friar Lawrence tells the truth to all.___________________________

9. Capulet and Montague end the feud.__________________________

Who is Responsible?

Toward the end of Act Five, Scene 3, you learn that several characters feel responsible for the final tragedy.  Pick two characters who you think are to blame and tell why.
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
At the end of this act, there is a total of _________________dead bodies for the play as a whole.

________________of these people died in Act Five.

Literary Element:  Plot

The plot structure of Romeo and Juliet consists of the exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution of the play.  Describe how the action in Romeo and Juliet conforms to this structure in each act.

Act One

The exposition occurs when_________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Act Two

The rising action occurs when ______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Act Three

The climax occurs when___________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Act Four

The falling action occurs when________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Act Five

The resolution occurs when___________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Literary Element:  Irony

Irony is a contrast between what is expected and what actually occurs.  Situational irony is the contrast between what a reader expects and what actually happens.  Find examples of situational irony by completing the worksheet below.

	EVENT
	WHAT IS EXPECTED
	WHAT ACTUALLY OCCURS

	Act One

Romeo goes to the party because he’s lovesick for Rosaline.

	
	

	Act Two
Friar Lawrence performs the marriage between Juliet and Romeo to transform the relationship between their two families.


	
	

	Act Three

Romeo tries to avoid fighting with Tybalt.

	
	

	Act Four

Capulet finds Juliet, apparently dead.


	
	

	Act Five
Romeo reports a dream that Juliet woke him from the dead with her kisses.


	
	


Action Chart

Many characters in Romeo and Juliet believe that their actions are controlled by fortune or fate.  Therefore, they feel they have little control over what they do and what happens to them.

This way of thinking is based on ancient belief.  The Greeks believed fate was controlled by the goddess Fortune.  The goddess decided a person’s fate by spinning a huge wheel.  The person’s luck depended on where the wheel stopped.

First, read the event in the column labeled Effect.  Then think about what caused that event.  The cause may be fate or chance, which means no one could have done anything to prevent the outcome or the cause may be character’s actions or beliefs.

Finally, in the column labeled Cause, explain what you think caused each event.  An example has been done for you.  (The example has two possible causes.  You only need to give one cause for each event.)

	Cause
	Effect

	Example:


    This event happened because of Romeo’s actions. He chose to go to the banquet even though he knew it was dangerous.  (Or… fate caused the two young people to fall in love.  They had no control over their feelings.)

1.________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

2.________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

3.________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

4.________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

_________________________________________________


	Example:
     Romeo goes to the banquet and falls in love with the daughter of his enemy.

1.  Romeo and Juliet marry secretly instead of asking their parents’ permission.

2.  Mercutio is killed.

3.  Romeo kills Tybalt

4.  Lord Capulet agrees to let Paris marry Juliet.




	Cause
	Effect


	5.________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

6.________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

7.________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

_________________________________________________


	5.  Juliet drinks the potion.

6.  Friar John never arrives at Mantua with the important letter.

7.  Romeo kills Paris.

	8.________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

9.________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

10._______________________________________________
__________________________________________________

_________________________________________________


	8.  Romeo drinks the poison

9.  Juliet stabs herself.

10.  Friar Lawrence arrives too late to save Romeo and Juliet.




Literary Element:  Characterization

Mercutio appears in only four scenes in this play, and he is dead by the beginning of Act Three, yet many people find him more interesting than Romeo.   How would you characterize Mercutio?   Describe what we learn about him in each scene.  Examine his name, his manner of speaking, his actions toward others, and comments he makes about himself.

Act One, Scene 4

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Act Two, Scene 1

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Act Two, Scene 4

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Act Three, Scene 1

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

By the end of the play, how would you describe Mercutio?
______________________________________________________________________________________

The Play in Review
Discussion and Analysis

1. Identify some situations in today’s world where two lovers might find obstacles because of their membership in feuding groups.
2. Cite some of the ways popular stories of romantic love have remained unchanged since Romeo and Juliet was written.  In what ways have they changed?  Discuss some examples?
3. In the original source material for Romeo and Juliet, the action of the drama took place over whereas in Shakespeare’s play, less than 5 days elapse.  What do you think is Shakespeare’s purpose in compressing time so intensely?  Discuss how he manages to “squeeze” time and why he would want to do so.

4. Some critics believe that Shakespeare shows the love of Romeo and Juliet ending in tragedy because they married against their parents’ wishes.  Do you believe that this is the message that Shakespeare wishes to convey with this play?  Cite evidence from the play to support your opinion.

5. What kind of person is the Nurse?  Explain some of the aspects of her character and her role in Romeo and Juliet.  Do you think she acts like a caricature (an exaggerated portrayal) or more like a flesh and blood character?  Explain.

6. Love and hate exist side by side in this play.  Talk about the many ways in which one affects the other.
