Theme Vocabulary

Abstract Ideas to use to form Thematic Statements

ambition


heaven/paradise/utopia

ritual/ceremony

appearance vs. reality
home




scapegoat/victim

custom/tradition

heart vs. reason


search for identity

betrayal


initiation



social status

bureaucracy


illusion/innocence


supernatural

children


instinct



time/eternity

courage/cowardice

journey



war

women/feminism

law/justice



revenge/retribution
cruelty/violence

education/school


resistance/rebellion

defeat/failure

loneliness/aloneness

repentance

despair/discontent

loyalty



prophecy

disillusionment

materialism



prejudice

chance/fate/luck

memory/the past


poverty

domination/suppression
mob psychology


patriotism

dreams/fantasies

music, dance


mysterious stranger
duty



persistence/perseverance   
exile


faith/loss of faith

falsity/pretense


escape

family/parenthood

free will/ will power

games/ contests

greed



guilt



--borrowed from Lynn Hager

Theme vs. Topic (Sharon Kingston)

This story is about_____,_____,_____.

Complete sentence statement of theme:


